August 2011 Legislative Report

By Barbara Larson- Legislative Chairman
The Federal Government is discussing two issues that will clearly affect all of us-ending the VISA Lottery for immigration and increasing the debt ceiling.  Due to my deadline, I have to write this report before either issue is resolved.   No doubt you will be hearing about the debt ceiling negotiations from our media, but there will not be as much information on the VISA Lottery bill. I have given you a website where you can check this information.  
VISA Lottery Bill-H. R. 704
This bill would end the practice of randomly selecting 50,000 individuals from countries that are not always necessarily friendly towards us.   Please call your House Member and ask them to vote for this bill. A great web site to go to for information on immigration is http://www. numberUSA.com.
Debt Ceiling

Currently, the White House and our Congress are engaged in negotiations whether to raise the debt ceiling.   In order for Congress to agree to take this course of action, they want spending cuts in order to begin to reduce our horrific, crippling debt.  Our liberals in the White House want us to raise taxes.  Stay tuned.
Texas Special Session
CSSB 1 (The Committee Substitute Bill for SB1).  This bill was passed by both the House and Senate and sent to the Governor on June 29, 2011.  This bill is a very comprehensive financial bill providing allocations for educational funding and provisions for business taxes. 
SB 2 This bill directs how the money for the operation of state will be spent.  This bill was sent to the Governor on July 6, 2011. 
SB3 dealing with the Texas Windstorm Insurance was left in committee.

SB 4 changes the Congressional Districts in Texas.  TFRW has formed a committee to change our geographical structure as a result of these changes. More information on this will be provided by TFRW.

SB 5 on the Interstate Health Care Compact was left in Committee.

SB 6 was set to the Governor on June 28, 2011.  This bill provides for the educational materials in our schools.

SB 7 provides changes on the manner in which the Texas Medicaid program will operate. This bill was sent to the Governor on June 28, 2011. 

SB 8 provides flexibility for the Board of Trustees to operate a school district.  Proponents of local control are very supportive of this bill. The bill was sent to the Governor on June 28, 2011.

SB 9 was left pending in committee to the great disappointment of many.  If passed, this bill would have put an end to sanctuary cities.
Governor Signs Bills Important to Barnett Shale Governor Rick Perry signed HB 3328 which was passed in the regular session.  This legislation co-sponsored by State Senator Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, requires public disclosure of the chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing. 

